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1 . An examiner's amendment to tlie record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with David Dagg, Reg. No. 37,809 on 2/26/2009. 

2. The application has been amended as follows: 
In Claims 

1 . (currently amended) A system for network accounting statistics collection, 

comprising: 

a statistics collector associated with a packet forwarding engine; 

at least one accounting element within said statistics collector, wherein said 
accounting element includes at least one counter; 

wherein said packet forwarding engine is operable to generate at least one 
accounting instruction in response to a packet processed by said forwarding engine, 
wherein said accounting instruction includes unique identification of said accounting 
element within said statistics collector; 

wherein said statistics collector is operable to process at least one accounting 
instruction generated by said collocated forwarding engine, wherein said processing 
includes identifying said at least one accounting element responsive to said unique 
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identification of said accounting element in said accounting instruction, and wherein said 
processing includes incrementing said at least one counter within said at least one 
accounting element responsive to said at least one accounting instruction ; and 

a system control component operable to forward a contents of said at least one 
accounting element to an accounting and statistics system, and wherein said 
accounting and statistics system is further operable to compute at least one statistical 
output based on said contents of said at least one accounting element, and wherein 
said accounting and statistics system is further operable to forward statistical output to a 
routing control system, wherein said routing control system is operable to use said at 
least one statistical output to determine a new route for a paci<et flow in response to 
said statistical output and distribute said new route for said packet flow to at least one 
networking device . 

8. (currently amended) The system of claim 1, further comprising: 

a syst e m contro l compon e nt op e rab le to forward a cont e nts of sa i d at le ast on e 
account i ng e le ment to an account i ng and stat i st i cs syst e m, and wh e r ei n sa i d 
account i ng and stat i st i cs syst e m i s furth e r op e rab le to comput e at le ast on e stat i st i ca l 
output bas e d on s a id cont e nts of said at le ast on e accounting e l e m e nt, and wh e r ei n 
sa i d account i ng and stat i st i cs syst e m is furth e r op e rabl e to forward stat i st i ca l output to a 
rout i ng contro l system, wher ei n sa i d rout i ng contro l syst e m i s op e rab le to us e sa i d at 
le ast on e stat i st i ca l output to d e t e rm i n e a n e w rout e for a pack e t flow i n r e spons e to 
sa i d stat i st i ca l output and d i str i bute sa i d new route for sa i d packet flow to at le ast on e 
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n e twork i ng d e v i c e ; 

wlierein said routing control system is further operable to distribute forwarding 
information to said at least one network device, wherein said forwarding information 
associates at least one packet characteristic with an associated one of a plurality of 
accounting elements; and 

wherein said at least one statistical output includes route utilization information. 

13. (currently amended) A method of collecting network accounting statistics, 
comprising: 

generating at least one accounting instruction in response to a packet processed 
by a forwarding engine, wherein said accounting instruction includes unique 
identification of an accounting element, wherein said accounting element is one of a 
plurality of accounting elements; an^ 

processing said at least one accounting instruction, wherein said processing 
includes identifying said accounting element responsive to said unique identification of 
said accounting element in said accounting instruction, and wherein said processing 
includes incrementing at least one counter within said at least one accounting element 
responsive to said at least one accounting instruction : and 

forwarding a contents of said at least one accounting element to an accounting 
and statistics svstem. wherein said accounting and statistics system computes at least 
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one statistical output based on said contents of said at least one accounting element, 
and wherein said accounting and statistics system forwards said statistical output to a 
routing control system, wherein said routing control system processes said at least one 
statistical output to determine a new route for a packet flow in response to said 
statistical output and distributes said new route for said packet flow to at least one 
networking device . 

20. (currently amended) The method of claim 13, further comprising: 

forward i ng a cont e nts of sa i d at le ast on e account i ng ele m e nt to an account i ng 
and stat i st i cs syst e m, wh e r ei n sa i d account i ng and stat i st i cs syst e m comput e s at le ast 
one stat i st i cal output bas e d on said contents of s a id a t l ea st on e a ccount i ng e l em e nt, 
a nd wh e r ei n sa i d accounting and stat i st i cs syst e m forwards sa i d stat i st i ca l output to a 
rout i ng contro l syst e m, wher ei n sa i d rout i ng contro l system proc e ss e s sa i d at le ast on e 
stat i st i ca l output to d e t e rm i n e a n e w rout e for a pack e t flow i n r e spons e to sa i d 
stat i st i ca l output and d i str i but e s sa i d n e w rout e for sa i d pack e t flow to at le ast on e 
n e twork i ng d e v i c e ; 

said routing control system distributing forwarding information to said at least one 
network device, wherein said forwarding information associates at least one packet 
characteristic with an associated one of a plurality of accounting elements; and 

wherein said at least one statistical output includes route utilization information. 
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25. (currently amended) A system for collecting network accounting statistics, 
comprising: 

means for generating at least one accounting instruction in response to a packet 
processed by a forwarding engine, wherein said accounting instruction includes unique 
identification of an accounting element, wherein said accounting element is one of a 
plurality of accounting elements; an^ 

means for processing said at least one accounting instruction, wherein said 
processing includes identifying said accounting element responsive to said unique 
identification of said accounting element in said accounting instruction, and wherein said 
processing includes incrementing at least one counter within said at least one 
accounting element responsive to said at least one accounting instruction; and 

means for forwarding a contents of said at least one accountinq element to an 
accounting and statistics svstem. wherein said accounting and statistics system 
computes at least one statistical output based on said contents of said at least one 
accounting element, and wherein said accounting and statistics svstem forwards said 
statistical output to a routing control svstem. wherein said routing control svstem 
processes said at least one statistical output to determine a new route for a packet flow 
in response to said statistical output and distributes said new route for said packet flow 
to at least one networking device . 



3. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
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examiner sliould be directed to JUNGWON CHANG whose telephone number is 
(571)272-3960. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 6:30 - 2:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nathan Flynn can be reached on 571-272-1915. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more Information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/JUNGWON CHANG/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2454 
February 27, 2009 



